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RESPONSIBLE BY NATURE® 1414 West Hamilton Avenue
PO Box 8
Eau Claire, WI 54702-0008

November 7, 2024 VIA Electronic Filing

Ms. Debbie-Anne Reese, Secretary
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street, NE

Washington, DC 20426

Subject: Amendment to Final License Applications
Gile Flowage Storage Reservoir Project (FERC Project No. 15055-001)
Saxon Falls Hydroelectric Project (FERC Project No. 2610-012)
Superior Falls Hydroelectric Project (FERC Project No. 2587-066)

Dear Secretary Reese:

On August 18, 2023, Northern States Power Company - Wisconsin (NSPW) submitted its Final
License Application (FLA) (FERC Accession No. 20230818-5221) for an original hydropower
license for the Gile Flowage Storage Reservoir Project (FERC Project No. 15055). The
application was supplemented via letter dated December 18, 2023, (FERC Accession No.
20231218-5221) in response to the Commission’s Deficiency of License Application and
Additional Information Request (FERC Accession No. 20230918-3024).

Gile Storage Reservoir Final License Application - Amendment 1

In Section 3.8.3 of Exhibit E of the FLA, NSPW noted that it intended to pursue a sale of its
islands to Iron County, or other interested public entity, with the stipulation they remain open to
the public in perpetuity. NSPW further noted that should a sale agreement be reached, it would
pursue a license amendment seeking removal of its islands from the Project boundary.’

NSPW is working on the details to transfer ownership of its islands above elevation 1490 feet
National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) to Iron County. The sale would also include NSPW’s
upland ownership along the reservoir above elevation 1490 feet NGVD. Any transfer of
ownership would require that the lands remain open to the public in perpetuity for recreational
use. Therefore, NSPW is removing the islands it currently owns in fee title above elevation
1490.0 feet NGVD from the proposed Project boundary. NSPW has conducted an
environmental review of the proposed action which is enclosed as Appendix 1.

Gile Storage Reservoir Final License Application - Amendment 2

In response to the pending change in island ownership, NSPW is also removing the proposed
measure to develop a Land Management Plan for the islands as was described in Section
3.8.3 of Exhibit E of the FLA.

Gile Storage Reservoir Final License Application - Amendment 3

Due to the anticipated costs associated with the pending spillway modifications at the Gile Dam,
NSPW hereby requests a 49-year, five month license term for the Gile Storage Reservoir
Project.

Tislands not owned by NSPW were previously excluded from the project boundary as part of the filing of the final license application
(Accession # 20230818-5222).
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The three application amendments discussed above require revisions to the following:
. Exhibit A,
. Exhibit E (including Appendices E-11 and E-25),
. Exhibit G, and
. Exhibit H

The revised exhibits are included as Appendices 2-7.

Saxon Falls and Superior Falls — Final License Application Amendments

To align license expiration dates with the Gile Project, NSPW further requests that the FLA for
the downstream Saxon Falls and Superior Falls Projects be amended to reflect our desire for a
50-year license term for both projects. This would ensure coordination of future relicensing
efforts by providing for a comprehensive, basin-wide analysis of all three projects on the
Montreal River.

Should you wish to access the information provided in this submittal, it is posted at the following
website: https://hydrorelicensing.com/Gile/. Should you have any questions, please contact
Matthew Miller at 715-737-1353 or matthew.j.miller@xcelenergy.com.

Sincerely,
Digitally signed by Scott

SCOtt CrOtty lcnzztzyzom.nm 15:04:37

-06'00'
Scott Crotty
Senior Hydro Operations Manager
Enclosures

CC: Stakeholder List



Certificate of Service

| hereby certify that I, on behalf of Northern States Power Company-Wisconsin, have served by
mail or via email (if a mailing address was not available), a link to access the foregoing documents
in electronic format upon each person designated on the attached distribution list.

Dated this 7th day of November, 2024

Darrin Johnson
Mead & Hunt, Inc.




Gile Flowage Storage Project
FERC Project No. 15055

Indian Tribes

Mr. Lawrence Plucinski, THPO

Bad River Band of Lake Superior Tribe of
Chippewa Indians

P.O. Box 39

Odanah, WI 54861-0039
thpo@BadRiver-nsn.gov

Mr. Michael Wiggins, Jr., Chairman
Bad River Band of Lake Superior Tribe of
Chippewa Indians

P.O. Box 39

Odanah, WI 54861

Ms. Whitney Gravelle, Chairman

Bay Mills Indian Community of Michigan
12140 W. Lakeshore Drive

Brimley, Ml 49715-9319
bnewland@baymills.org

Mr. Kevin DuPuis, Chairperson

Fond du Lac Band of Minnesota Chippewa Tribe

1720 Big Lake Road
Cloquet, MN 55720

Mr. Evan Schroeder, THPO

Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa

1720 Big Lake Road
Cloquet, MN 55720

Mr. Benjamin Rhodd, THPO

Forest County Potawatomi Community of
Wisconsin

5320 Wensaut Lane, P.O. Box 340
Crandon, WI 54520

Benjamin.rhodd@F CPotawatomi-nsn.gov

Mr. Michael Blackwolf, THPO

Fort Belknap Indian Community of the Fort
Belknap Reservation of Montana

656 Agency Main Street

Harlem, MT 59526-9455

Mr. Jeffrey Stiffarm, President

Fort Belknap Indian Community of the Fort
Belknap Reservation of Montana

656 Agency Main Street

Harlem, MT 59526-9455

Mr. Robert Deschampe, Chairman

Grand Portage Band of MN Chippewa Tribe
PO Box 428

Grand Portage, MN 55605

Ms. Mary Ann Gagnon, THPO

Grand Portage Band of MN Chippewa Tribe
PO Box 428

Grand Portage, MN 55605

Mr. Earl Meshigaud, Cultural Director
Hannahville Potawatomi Indian Community
M-14911 Hannahville B1 Road

Wilson, M| 49896

Mr. William Quackenbush, THPO
Ho-Chunk Nation of WI

PO Box 667

Black River Falls, WI 54615-0667
Bill.Quackenbush@Ho-Chunk.com

Cultural Preservation Office
lowa Tribe of Oklahoma

RR1, Box 721

Perkins, OK 74059

Mr. Gary Loonsfoot, THPO
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community
16429 Beartown Road

Baraga, Ml 49908-9210

Ms. Doreen Blaker, President
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community
16429 Beartown Road

Baraga, Ml 49908-9210

Mead . Hunt



Mr. Brian Bisonette, THPO

Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Chippewa Indians
13394 West Trepania Road, Bldg. No.1
Hayward, WI 54543

Mr. John Johnson, Chairman

Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior
Chippewa Indians

PO Box 67

Lac du Flambeau, WI 54538
LdFthpo@LdfTribe.com

Ms. Melinda Young, THPO

Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior
Chippewa Indians

PO Box 67

Lac du Flambeau, WI 54538
LdFthpo@LdfTribe.com

Ms. Alina Shively, THPO

Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake Superior
Chippewa Indians of Michigan

PO Box 249

Watersmeet, Ml 49969
Alina.shively@lvd-nsn.gov

(sent via email-per request)

Mr. James Williams, Chairman

Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake Superior
Chippewa Indians of Michigan

E23968 Pow Wow Trail

Watersmeet, Ml 49969

Ms. Gina M Lemon, THPO

Leech Lake Band of Chippewa Indians
190 Sailstar Drive NW

Cass Lake, MN 56633

Mr. Faron Jackson Sr., Chairman
Leech Lake Band of Chippewa Indians
190 Sailstar Drive NW

Cass Lake, MN 56633
Amy.Burnett@IIOjibwe.org
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Mr. Ron Corn, Sr., Chairman
Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin
PO Box 910

Keshena, WI 54135-0910

Mr. David Grignon, THPO
Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin
W3426 Cty. VV, PO Box 910
Keshena, WI 54135-0910
DGrignon@MITW.org

Ms. Melanie Benjamin, Chief Executive
Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe

43408 Oodena Drive

Onamia, MN 56359

Ms. Natalie Weyaus, THPO

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe

43408 Oodena Drive

Onamia, MN 56359
Natalie.weyaus@lillelacsband.com

Mr. Nicolas Metoxen, THPO
Oneida Nation of Wisconsin
PO Box 365

Oneida, WI 54155-0365
NMetoxe4@oneidanation.org

Mr. Ryan Howell, THPO
Prairie Island Indian Community
5636 Sturgeon Lake Road
Welch, MN 55089

Mr. Raphael Wahwasssuck, THPO
Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation
16281 Q Road

Maetta, KS 66509

Ms. Nicole L. Boyd, Chairperson

Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
Indians

88385 Pike Rd, Hwy. 13

Bayfield, WI 54814

Mead . Hunt



Mr. Marvin Defoe, THPO

Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
Indians

88385 Pike Rd, Hwy 13

Bayfield, WI 54814
Marvin.Defoe@redcliff-nsn.qgov

Mr. Jonathan Buffalo, NAGPRA Rep.
Sac and Fox of the Mississippi in lowa
349 Meskwaki Road

Tama, IA 52339-9629

Mr. Gary Bahr

Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri in Kansas and
Nebraska

305 N. Main

Reserve, KS 66434

Ms. Sandra Massey, NAGPRA Rep.
Sac and Fox Nation of Oklahoma
920883 S. Hwy 99, Bldg. A

Stroud, OK 74079

Mr. Cecil E. Pavlat Sr., Cultural Repatriation
Specialist

Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians
523 Ashmun Street

Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

Mr. Leelyn Van Zile, Chairperson
Sokaogon Chippewa Community Mole Lake
Band

3051 Sand Lake Road

Crandon, WI 54520-9801

Mr. Michael LaRonge, THPO

Sokaogon Chippewa Community Mole Lake
Band

3051 Sand Lake Road

Crandon, WI 54520
michael.laronge@ssc-nsn.gov

Mr. Lewis Taylor, President

St. Croix Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
24663 Angeline Ave.

Webster, WI 54893-9246

Ms. Wanda McFaggen, THPO

St. Croix Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
24663 Angeline Avenue

Webster, WI 54893-9246
THPO@StCroixTribalCenter.com

Mr. Jeffery Bendremer, THPO
Stockbridge-Munsee Community
thpo@mohican-nsn.gov

(sent via email per request)

Ms. Sherry White, THPO

Stockbridge Munsee Tribe of Mohican Indians
PO Box 70

Bowler, WI 54416-0070

Ms. Jamie Arsenault, THPO

White Earth Band of the Minnesota Chippewa
PO Box 418

White Earth, MN 56591
Jamie.arsenault@whiteearth.com

Mr. Michael Fairbanks, Chairperson

White Earth Band of the Minnesota Chippewa
PO Box 418

White Earth, MN 56591

Mead . Hunt



Federal

John M. Fowler, Executive Director
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
401 F Street NW, Suite 308

Washington, D.C. 20001

Mr. Edward Buikema, Director

Federal Emergency Management Agency
536 South Clark Street, 6" Floor
Chicago, IL 60605

Ms. Debbie Anne Reese, Secretary
FERC Office of General Counsel
888 First St NE

Washington, DC 20426

Ms. Debbie Anne Reese, Acting Secretary

FERC Office of Energy Projects
888 First St NE
Washington, DC 20426

Kevin Griebenow, Regional Engineer
FERC Chicago Regional Office

230 South Dearborn Street, Room 3130
Chicago, IL 60604

Executive Administrator

Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission

72682 Maple St., PO Box 9
Odanah, WI 54861

Mr. Samuel Rauch lll

NOAA Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office

55 Republic Drive
Gloucester, MA 01930

Mr. Ken Bradbury, Director
University of Wisconsin Extension
Geological and Natural History Survey
3817 Mineral Point Road

Madison, WI 53705
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Director of Lands, Watershed, and Minerals

Management

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Forest Service, National Forests
Eastern Region

626 East Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 800
Milwaukee, WI 53202-4616

FERC Coordinator, St. Paul District
U.S. Department of the Army Corps of
Engineers

332 Minnesota St. Suite E 1500

St. Paul, MN 55101-1638

Director

U.S. Department of Commerce - NOAA
One Blackburn Drive

Gloucester, MA 01930

Ms. Mary Manydeeds

Environmental Specialist

U.S. Department of the Interior

Bureau of Indian Affairs

Norman Pointe Il Building

5600 W. American Boulevard, Suite 500
Bloomington, MN 55437
Mary.Manydeeds@BIA.gov

Ms. Tammie Poitra, Regional Director
U.S. Department of the Interior

Bureau of Indian Affairs-Midwest Office
5600 West American Blvd, Suite 500
Bloomington, MN 55437-1458
Tammie.Poitra@BIA.gov

District Manager

U.S. Department of the Interior

Bureau of Land Management

626 East Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 200
Milwaukee, W1 53201-0631

Mead

Hunt



Mr. Jeff Gosse, Regional Energy Coordinator
U.S. Department of the Interior

Fish & Wildlife Service

5600 American Boulevard West

Bloomington, MN 55437-1458

Jeff Gosse@fws.gov

Mr. Darin Simpkins, Coastal Program
U.S. Department of the Interior

Fish & Wildlife Service

4101 American Boulevard East
Bloomington, MN 55425
Darin_simpkins@fws.gov

Field Supervisor

U.S. Department of the Interior
Fish & Wildlife Service

WI Ecological Services Field Office
2661 Scott Tower Drive

New Franken, WI 54229-9565
greenbay@fws.gov

Endangered Species Specialist

U.S. Department of the Interior

Fish & Wildlife Service

MN WI Ecological Services Field Office
4101 American Boulevard East
Bloomington, MN 55425

Ms. Christine Gabriel

Regional Environment Coordinator
National Park Service

601 Riverfront Drive

Omaha, NE 68102-4226

Ms. Alyssa Wethy, Hydropower Team Lead
National Park Service

27411 Cherry Rd

Highland, MI 48356

alyssa_wethy@nps.gov

Ms. Angela Tornes, NPS Consultant
3223 S. Indiana Ave

Milwaukee, WI 53207
angietornes@gmail.com

Ms. Susan Rosebrough
HAP Team Leader

National Park Service
susan_rosebrough@nps.gov

Ms. Lilian Jonas, NPS Consultant
National Park Service
lilian jonas@contractor.nps.gov

Mr. David Thomson
Program Manager
National Park Service
601 Riverfront Dr.
Omaha, NE 68102

Mr. Lindy Nelson

Regional Environmental Officer

U.S. Department of the Interior

Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance
Custom House, Room 24

200 Chestnut Street

Philadelphia, PA 19106-2904

Ms. Jen Tyler

Mail Code: E-19J

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
NEPA Implementation Section, Region V
77 West Jackson Boulevard, AR-18J
Chicago, IL 60604-3507
Tyler.jennifer@epa.gov

Mr. Thomas Tiffany

U.S. Representative, 7t District

1714 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Senator Tammy Baldwin

U.S. Senator from Wisconsin
709 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Senator Ron Johnson

U.S. Senator from Wisconsin
328 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Mead . Hunt



Local

Ms. Stacy Wiercinski
Clerk/Treasurer

City of Hurley

405 5t Avenue North
Hurley, WI 54534

Ms. Jennifer Jacobson
City Clerk

City of Ironwood

213 S. Marquette St.
Ironwood, Ml 49938

Ms. Susan Lesky
Clerk/Treasurer
City of Montreal

54 Wisconsin Ave
Montreal, WI 54550

Ms. Torey Aschbrock
Clerk

Town of Carey
12005N Hakala Road
Hurley, WI 54534

Ms. Heather Palmquist
Iron County Conservationist
607 3 Ave. North

Hurley, WI 54534
lakes@ironcounty.org
715-561-2234

Mr. Eric Peterson

Iron County Forest Administrator
607 3 Ave. North

Hurley, WI 54534
icfadmin@ironcountyforest.org

Mr. Michael Saari

Iron County Clerk

300 Taconite Street, Suite 101
Hurley, WI 54534
clerk@ironcountywi.org
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Mr. Randall Stoltenberg
Chairman

Town of Kimball

6260 W South Drive
Hurley, WI 54534

Ms. Lori Genisot
Clerk

Town of Pence

PO Box 242
Montreal, WI 54550

Ms. Kathryn Brauer
Town Clerk

Town of Saxon

P.O. Box 37

Saxon, Wl 54559
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Hunt



State

Director

Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
PO Box 7894

Madison, Wl 53707-7854

Wisconsin Cooperative Fishery Research
Unit

UW Stevens Point

Stevens Point, Wl 54481-3897

Ms. Kathleen Angel

Wisconsin Coastal Management Program
Wisconsin Department of Administration
101 E Wilson St, 10t Floor

Madison, WI 53703
Kathleen.angel@wisconsin.gov

Ms. Cheryl Laatsch, FERC Coordinator
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
502 E. Mill St

Beaver Dam, WI 53916
Cheryl.laatsch@wisconsin.gov
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Mr. Tyler Howe

Wisconsin State Historic Preservation Office
Wisconsin State Historical Society

816 State St

Madison, WI 53706
Tyler.howe@wisconsinhistory.org

Ms. Beth Meyers

District 74 Representative
Wisconsin State Assembly
PO Box 8952

Madison, WI 53708

Ms. Janet Bewley

District 25 Senator

Wisconsin State Senate

PO Box 7882

Madison, WI 53707-7882
Sen.bawley@legis.wisconsin.gov

Mead

Hunt



Other

Mr. Thomas O’Keefe
American Whitewater
3537 NE 87t St.

Seattle, WA 98115-3639

OKeefe@AmericanWhitewater.org

Mr. Gary Hopp
Vice-President

Friends of the Gile Flowage
1437 S. Lake Ave.

Duluth, MN 55802

Ms. Cathy Techtman
President

Friends of the Gile Flowage
629 Whiteside St.

Montreal, WI 54550
Cathyt220@hotmail.com

Ms. Rita Franzoi

Hurley Chamber of Commerce
316 Silver Street

Hurley, WI 54534
hurley@hurleywi.com

Ms. Megan Easterling
Local Paddler

PO Box 451

Iron Mountain, M|l 49801
megansuedrew@gmail.com

Mr. Jake Ring

Local Paddler

406 Greenbush St.
Ironwood, MI 49938
jake@ringproductions.com

Mr. Robert J. Stuber
Executive Director

Michigan Hydro Relicensing Coalition

1620 High Street
Traverse City, Ml 49684

Ms. Ellen Voss

River Alliance of Wisconsin
612 W. Main St, Suite 200
Madison, WI 53703

Mr. Scott Crotty

Senior Operations Manager
Northern States Power Company-WI
1414 W Hamilton Ave, PO Box 8
Eau Claire, WI 54702-0008
Scott.a.crotty@XcelEnergy.com

Mr. Matt Miller

Hydro License Compliance Consultant
Northern States Power Company-WI
1414 W Hamilton Ave, PO Box 8

Eau Claire, WI 54702-0008
Matthew.J.Miller@XcelEnergy.com

Mr. Donald Hartinger

Plant Director, Renewable Operations-Hydro
Northern States Power Company-WI

414 Nicollet Mall, 2

Minneapolis, MN 554011
Donald.r.hartinger@xcelenergy.com

Northwest Regional Planning Commission
1400 S. River St.
Spooner, Wl 54801-8692
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Additional Saxon Falls and Superior Falls
Project Stakeholders

Torey Aschbrock, Clerk
Town of Carey

12005 N Hakala Rd.
Hurley, WI 54534

Eric Peterson, Forest Administrator
Iron County

607 3 Avenue N

Hurley, WI 54534

Pamela Stevenson

Michigan Attorney General's Office
525 W Ottawa St, PO Box 30212
Lansing, M| 48909

Gary Kohlhepp

EGLE

525 W Ottawa St, PO Box 30212
Lansing, MI 48909

Doug Bridges

EGLE

525 W Ottawa St, PO Box 30212
Lansing, MI 48909

Matt Smar

EGLE

525 W Ottawa St, PO Box 30212
Lansing, M| 48909

Elle Gulotty
MDNR

520 W US Hwy 2
Norway, MI 49870

Habitat Management Unit-Fisheries Division
MDNR

525 W Allegan

Lansing, MI 48909
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Rhona Wuycheck

Michigan Coastal Management Program
525 W. Allegan

Lansing M| 48937

Kyle Kruger, Sr. Fisheries Biologist
MDNR-Mio Field Office

191 S. Mt. Tom Rd.

Mio, MI 48647

State Historic Preservation Officer
300 North Washington Square
Lansing, Ml 48913

Director, Public Service Commission of WI
PO Box 7894
Madison, WI 53707-7854

North Country Trail Association
Attn: HTG Chapter

229 E Main St.

Lowell, MI 49938

Ironwood Chamber of Commerce

150 North Lowell Street
Ironwood, M| 49938
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Appendix 1 — Environmental Review
This information has been submitted as a separate file.



Appendix 2 — Amended Exhibit A
This information has been submitted as a separate file.



Appendix 3 — Amended Exhibit E
This information has been submitted as a separate file.



Appendix 4 — Amended Exhibit E-Appendix E-11
This information has been submitted as a separate file.



Appendix 5 — Amended Exhibit E-Appendix E-25
This information has been submitted as a separate file.



Appendix 6 — Amended Exhibit G
This information has been submitted as a separate file.



Appendix 7 — Amended Exhibit H
This information has been submitted as a separate file.



